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well inclined to it, and I, therefore, pledged  my
word.     He   now   tells   me   that   he   has   made
inquiries;   that the parents are  people  of  insup-
portable hanteur; that the daughter is very badly
educated;   and   that   he   knows,   from   authority
not  to  be   doubted,   that   when   she   heard   this
marriage discussed,  she   spoke of the  connection
with  the   most   supreme   contempt;   that   he   is
certain of this fact;   and  that  I  was  still  more
contemptuously  spoken   of  than   himself.      In   a
word, he begs me to break off the treaty.     But
he has let me go too far; and now he will make
these people my irreconcilable enemies.    This has
teen put in his head by some of his flatterers;
they  do  not  wish   him   to   change   his   way   of
living; and very few of them would be  received
by his wife/'     I  tried  to   soften   Madame,  and,
I did not venture to tell her so, I thoughtk.ntre nous, me semble tin pen caillette,
